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afety” is a universal word that is mentioned 
often. Companies across all industries are 

generally committed to safety, although there are 
times it would be easy to ignore safety in the inter-
est of convenience or expediency. However, safety 

is a serious issue, 
especially electri-
cal safety. 

At Little 
Ocmulgee EMC, 
we’ve created a 
culture of safety 
by putting our 
employees’ safety 
and that of the 

community above all else. Each day, we strive to 
deliver affordable and reliable electricity to our 
member-owners. Equally important, we want our 
employees to return home safely to their loved 
ones. To do this requires ongoing focus, dedication 
and vigilance.

Following leading national safety standards
Working with electricity is an inherently dan-

gerous job, especially for lineworkers. Georgia 
EMC (GEMC), our statewide trade 
association, has a safety team 
whose primary focus is keeping 
our employees and the community 
safe around electricity. Working 
with GEMC, our safety team estab-
lishes and follows safety protocols 
based on leading national safety 
practices for the utility industry. 

We require our lineworkers 
to wear specialized equipment 
when working near or with power 
lines. There are specific protocols 
that our lineworkers follow when 
dealing with electricity. Our safety team has regular 
meetings to discuss upcoming projects from a safety 
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perspective. They monitor 
and track near-misses of acci-
dents in order to understand 
them, share lessons learned 
and improve in the future. 
Data is examined to dis-
cern patterns and use safety 
metrics to improve in areas 
where we have fallen short.

As important, we encourage all of our crews 
to hold each other accountable for safety. By culti-
vating a culture of openness and transparency, we 
promote problem-solving with regard to safety. In 
addition, we brief contractors on our safety proto-
cols and set expectations for their engagement.

Keeping the community safe
Because we live and work in the community we 

serve, we care about our neighbors. Periodically, we 
conduct electrical safety demonstrations in schools 
and for community events. 

According to the Electrical Safety Foundation, 
each year thousands of people in the United States 
are critically injured or electricuted as a result of 
electrical fires or accidents in their homes. Many of 

these accidents are preventable. 
Don’t attempt electrical 

do-it-yourself projects or over-
load your outlets. Report downed 
power lines, unlocked substations 
or pad-mounted transformers  
that look amiss. You can find 
more helpful information at  
www.esfi.org.

Be mindful and pause when it 
comes to electricity; take the extra 
time to plug into safety. It’s easy 
to take electricity for granted, but 
electricity is powerful and must be 

respected. Maintaining safety requires training, per-
sonal commitment and constant vigilance.
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n accordance with federal civil rights 
law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) civil rights regulations and poli-
cies, the USDA, its agencies, offices and 
employees and institutions participating in 
or administering USDA programs are pro-
hibited from discriminating based on race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, gender 
identity (including gender expression), 
sexual orientation, disability, age, marital 
status, family/parental status, income 
derived from a public assistance program, 
political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity, in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not 
all bases apply to all programs). Remedies 
and complaint filing deadlines vary by  
program or incident.

Full Nondiscrimination StatementFull Nondiscrimination Statement

I Person with disabilities who require 
alternative means of communication for  
program information (e.g., Braille, large  
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, 
etc.) should contact the responsible agency 
or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the 
Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may  
be made available in languages other  
than English.

To file a program discrimination 
complaint, complete the USDA Program 
Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 
found online at www.ascr.usda.gov/filing-
program-discrimination-complaint-usda-
customer and at any USDA office or write  
a letter addressed to USDA and provide in 

the letter all of the information requested in 
the form. To request a copy of the complaint 
form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1)  mail: U.S. Department of    
Agriculture

  Office of the Assistant Secretary  
for Civil Rights 

 1400 Independence Ave., SW
 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider, employer and lender. 

Little Ocmulgee EMC to Celebrate 
80 Years of Service to the Members 

 he 80th Little Ocmulgee EMC Annual Meeting 
of Members will be held Nov. 14, 2018, at the 

Wheeler County High School gymnasium in Alamo. 
Doors will open promptly at 12:30 p.m. for member 
registration. 

Prior to the business session, which begins at 2 
p.m., there will be a health fair, vendor booths and 
gospel entertainment. Door prizes will be awarded at 
the conclusion of the meeting.  

Pursuant to the Little Ocmulgee EMC Bylaws, a 
committee to nominate members for directorship has 
been appointed. The following members will serve:

 •  Laurens County (District 1): Jimmy Butler, Curtis 
Pauldo, Larry Windham

 •  Telfair/Dodge counties (District 2): Marty Kinnett, 
Carey Knowles, John E. Seay

 •  Wheeler/Montgomery counties (District 3): Carey 
Clark, Tommy Clark, Jamie Nobles

If you have comments or suggestions concerning 
nominations or persons who wish to be considered 
for director nomination, please contact these commit-
tee members.

 The Nominating Committee will meet Aug. 28, 
2018, to make director nominations. One director 
from each district is elected each year and will serve 

T

staggered three-year terms.
 Directors seeking re-election for another three-year 

term are:

 • Laurens County (District 1): Grant Rowe
 • Telfair/Dodge counties (District 2): George Best
 •   Wheeler/Montgomery counties (District 3): Benny 

Evans
 

Nominations for directors can also be made by 
petition, which must be signed by 15 or more Little 
Ocmulgee EMC members and submitted to the co-op 
no later than Sept. 14, 2018, at 5 p.m. Nominations are 
not allowed from the floor at the Annual Meeting.
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Stay Focused on Safety During Harvest

uring harvest season, many farmers benefit from 
advances in agricultural technology. With the 

help of GPS auto-steer devices, farmers can decrease 
driver error and maximize productivity. But safety risks 
remain. To help farmers stay out of harm’s way, Safe 
Electricity (a public awareness program of the Energy 
Education Council) shares tips for a safe harvest.

GPS with auto-guidance provides farmers with real-
time location data about a field, which can be used 
for crop planning, mapmaking, navigation assistance 

and machin-
ery guidance. 
During harvest, 
this technology 
allows drivers 
to have their 
hands off the 
steering wheel 
as the combine 
maneuvers itself 
through the 
field. Thanks to 

this technology, farmers can more easily and efficiently 
maintain accuracy even during low-light conditions, 
which enhances productivity.

“One critical part of safety around electricity is 
awareness,” explains Krista Lisser, Communications 
Director of the Safe Electricity program. “It’s important 
to remember that farm machinery is vulnerable to hit-
ting power lines because of its large size, height and 
extensions. Being aware of the location of overhead 
power lines and planning a safe equipment route can 
help reduce accidents.”

In equipment with auto-guidance systems, less 
focus is needed on steering, which may lead some  
drivers to think they do not need to be as aware of nav-
igation issues. However, even while using a GPS with 
auto-steering, farmworkers need to keep safety  
in mind and stay focused on their surroundings. 

Putting safety first requires alertness, focus and 
knowledge of potential hazards and safety steps. 
Varying pass-to-pass accuracy levels and potential 

D issues, such as power poles not being correctly plotted 
in the system, reinforce the need for drivers to stay 
focused on the location of the farm equipment while in 
the field and to be ready to take action if necessary.

Keep the following electrical safety guidelines in 
mind: 
 •  Use a spotter when operating large machinery near 

power lines.
 •  Keep equipment at least 10 feet from power 

lines—at all times, in all directions. 
 •  Look up and use care when moving any equip-

ment such as extending augers or raising the bed 
of grain trucks around power lines.

 •  Inspect the height of farm equipment to determine 
clearance.

 •  Always set extensions to the lowest setting when 
moving loads to prevent contact with overhead 
power lines. Grain augers should always be posi-
tioned horizontally before being moved. 

 •  Never attempt to move a power line out of the way 
or raise it for clearance.

 •  If a power line is sagging or low, contact Little 
Ocmulgee EMC at (912) 568-7171 or (800) 342-
1290.

If your equipment does make contact with a power 
line, do not leave the cab. Immediately call 911, warn 
others to stay away and wait for the utility crew to cut 
the power. 

The only reason to exit equipment that has come 
into contact with overhead lines is if the equipment is 
on fire, which is rare. However, if this is the case, jump 
off the equipment with your feet together and without 
touching the ground and machinery at the same time.  
Then, keeping your feet together, hop to safety as you 
leave the area. 

For more information on electrical safety, visit 
SafeElectricity.org.

The Energy Education Council is a nonprofit mem-
bership organization providing consumer safety and 
energy efficiency materials to more than 400 co-ops.
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